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Introduction
This Highway Improvements Study (HIS) has been prepared by Paul Basham
Associates on behalf of Highcliffe and Walkford Parish Council to review
possible options to revitalise the existing Highcliffe High Street to benefit a
variety of different users.

The Highcliffe High Street spans some 700m in an east-west direction from the
Lymington Road/Holme Road junction to the Highcliffe Medical Centre. Figure 1
demonstrates the area subject to this study, relative to the wider Highcliffe
area.
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Figure 1: Study Area

Currently there are four main public car park areas within Highcliffe, with the
Wortley Road Car Park (126 spaces) and on-street parking along the High Street
most commonly used to serve the High Street area. The parking along the High
Street is currently the only permanent free parking, however, this is only for a
30 minute period between 9am to 6pm, whilst at Wortley Road charges start at
£0.70 for a 2-hour period.



Works to date
Traffic accident data has been obtained from Bournemouth, Poole and
Christchurch (BCP) Council and highlighted a total of 13 recorded incidents
between January 2014 and December 2018.

A review of the data suggests that a number of the incidents involved
pedestrians and cyclists however the causation factors were not related to
highway design and instead included: failed to look properly, poor manoeuvre,
failing to judge path/speed for example. The proposals to revitalise the High
Street should therefore accommodate improvements to pedestrian and cyclist
infrastructure as well as highway safety.

Available traffic volume data has also been assessed, which suggests that of the
movements along the High Street, approximately 10% are likely to be by Heavy
Goods Vehicles (HGV) which is considered the average percentage of HGV
movements on any given through road in the UK.

Existing opportunities and constraints along the High Street have also been
considered to inform the proposals. A summary of the opportunities and
constraints along the High Street is provided in the below table.

Constraints Opportunities

Number of access points served from 
High Street that need to be retained

More planting/vegetation

Signage and street furniture on 
footways

Cycle infrastructure/facilities

Crossing point suitability for all non-
motorised users

Increase number of crossing points

On-street parking creates overall 
dominance of vehicle

Reclaim elements of road space for 
other place-making uses

Classified ‘A’ Road carrying large 
quantum of vehicles

Slower vehicle speeds and reduce 
dominance of motor vehicles

Limited cycle facilities

3



Summary of Proposals
The proposals focus on improving the sense of place and place making through
encouraging lower vehicle speeds, enhancing the pedestrian and cycle
environments and removing the dominance of the motor vehicle.

The proposals have been considered against local, regional and national
guidance associated with cycle provision, pedestrian infrastructure, traffic
calming principles and highway safety principles.

A summary of the proposals is provided below:

• Removal of all on-street and layby parking and remove dominance of the
motor vehicle – except provision of 2 disabled bays

• Provision of a continuous 6m wide road, to reduce ability for vehicles to
overtake cyclists when there is on-coming vehicle traffic

• Increased footway width on the northern side of the carriageway to
facilitate additional place making features

• Additional cycle parking to the east and west of the High Street

• Creation of a pollinator garden and gateway entrance features at both
ends of the High Street

• Replace signalised crossing with zebra crossing to give pedestrians priority

• Propose a 20mph speed limit

• Remove central white lining

• Provision of Advanced Stopped Lines for cycles at central signal junction

• Creation of formal pinch point which also act as pedestrian crossing points
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Examples of Proposals
Below are some visual examples of the features proposed along the High Street.
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Advanced Stop Lines

Cycle parking in High Street location

Pinch points as crossing points

Zebra Crossing

Gateway Feature with planting (image
courtesy of trafficchoices.co.uk)



Examples of Proposals
Below are some visual examples of the features proposed along the High Street.
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Use of footway as place making

Pollinator gardens/planting

20mph speed limit zones Use of footway as place making (image
courtesy of Google Maps)

Increased footway and reduced road width
(image courtesy of Manual for Streets 2)

20mph signage (image courtesy 
of Google Maps)



Further Measures
Further measures could be proposed subject to costs (including ongoing
maintenance costs) and support from the Parish Council, local residents and BCP
Council.

This could include:

• Reducing kerb heights between footway and carriageway to emphasise the
20mph speed limit

• Footway and/or carriageway resurfacing such as block paving or coloured
asphalt

• Accommodate electric vehicle parking

• Provision of some free parking time at the Wortley Road Car Park
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Future Works
The next steps of this project include public consultation with local
residents/business owners of Highcliffe. We will also need consider indicative
costs/budgets for the works and narrow down if any additional measures such
as resurfacing is included within the assessment.

Due to the current global Covid-19 pandemic it has not been possible to obtain
up to date traffic volume or speed data or to understand capacity at the 4 local
car parks and on-street parking. We will therefore need to obtain such evidence
to further support the proposals particularly the removal of the on-street
parking and lowering of the speed limit.
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Contact Us

FAREHAM OFFICE 

Address: The Bothy, Cams Hall Estate, Fareham, Hampshire, PO16 8UT     

Tel: 01329 711000                             Email: info@paulbashamassociates.com


